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As I have said, Davalos knew more about these
"Phantom Indians" than any man I met, but I also
secured some very interesting information from an
Auca woman named Juana, whom I found at Napo.
When about fourteen years of age she had been
captured by a rubber-gatherer who brought her to
his camp, on the Napo River. She was a pronounced
type with a strong facial resemblance to certain
North American Indians. She had a narrow head
with a rather broad face and very high cheek-bones,
small narrow eyes placed far apart, a long straight
nose, straight rather full lips, strong jaws and fine
teeth.
She could give little information regarding the
rivers of her tribe's district, but told me that she had
lived somewhere near a large Auca "town" with
many houses larger than that in which we were
seated.
As this was the priest's house, thirty or forty feet
in length and fully twenty-five feet in height, the
Aucas'houses are truly very large if Juana's memory
can be relied upon.
Moreover, she declared that the "town" contained
so many houses that it extended as far as from the
River Napo to Souder's house, a distance of aearly
a mile! This I certainly don't believe.
Very often, she told me, she had been taken quite
a distance from her home, accompanied by men or
women of her tribe, on visits to other Indians. Some-
times, also, they went to a creek beyond a marsh,